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FIRST  BIBLIOMANIA  CONVENTION 


The  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  will  hold  their  first  regional 
convention,  February  17th  thru  20th,  1983,  in  conjunction  with  the  Fourth 
Annual  Long  Beach  Numismatic  and  Philatelic  Winter  Exposition.  The  Long 
Beach  Expo  has  donated  bourse  space  to  benefit  our  fledgling  organization. 
Five  local  members  have  agreed  to  donate  $ 100  each  to  the  club  treasury  in 
exchange  for  a bourse  table.  Our  bourse  area  will  be  limited  strictly  to  the 
buying,  selling,  trading  or  displaying  of  numismatic  literature.  The  buying, 
selling,  trading  or  displaying  of  coins,  stamps  and  other  non-literature  related 
items  will  not  be  allowed  within  the  Bibliomania  bourse  area. 

A Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  meeting  will  take  place  Saturday 
evening  at  8 o’clock.  The  program  will  include  a forum  on  book  terminology 
led  by  George  Kolbe.  In  addition,  we  would  encourage  members  and  visitors 
to  bring  literature  from  their  collections  for  commentary  and  display.  Show  off 
that  fine  or  unusual  binding,  say  a few  words  about  your  favorite  author  or 
cataloguer,  or  possibly  reveal  some  new  information  from  a research  project. 
At  the  close  of  the  meeting,  everyone  is  invited  to  join  in  a no-host  late  dinner. 

Members  from  out  of  the  area  should  consider  attending  the  Long  Beach 
Expo.  Activities  will  be  many  and  include:  meetings  of  the  Civil  War  Token 
Society,  the  Early  American  Coppers  Club,  and  the  California  Professional 
Numismatic  Association,  a Young  Numismatist  Forum,  a rare  stamp 
auction,  a Secret  Service  counterfeit  paper  money  display,  competitive 
exhibits  by  the  Long  Beach  Coin  & Stamp  Clubs  and  a bourse  of  3 1 5 coin,  32 
stamp  and  8 literature  dealers. 

The  Expo  will  be  held  at  the  Long  Beach  Convention  Center,  300  East 
Ocean  Blvd.,  15  minutes  by  automobile  from  the  Long  Beach  Airport  and  30 
minutes  from  the  Los  Angeles  International  Airport.  The  most  convenient 
lodging  is  available  at  the  Holiday  Inn,  500  East  1st  Street,  Long  Beach,  CA 
90802.  Telephone  (213)  435-8511.  Rates  are  $48  for  singles  and  $54  for 
doubles. 


SEE  YOU  THERE! 


NBS  ELECTION 


Ballots  are  being  sent  with  this  issue  of  the  Asylum  to  all  Numismatic 
Bibliomania  Society  members  in  good  standing.  Along  with  a slate  of 
candidates,  members  will  also  be  asked  to  vote  on  proposed  by-laws,  which 
follow: 


PROPOSED  BY-LAWS 


Article  I.  NAME 

This  organization  shall  be  known  as  the  NUMISMATIC  BIBLIOMANIA 
SOCIETY. 

Article  II.  OBJECTIVES 

To  foster  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  recreation  and  fraternity  in  numismatics 
through  the  appreciation  of  numismatic  literature. 

Article  III.  MEMBERSHIP 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  two  classes  of  membership  in  this  society:  Regular 
and  Junior.  Junior  membership  will  be  limited  to  those  1 8 years  old  and  under. 

Section  2.  The  names  of  prospective  members  will  be  published  in  the  society 
journal. 

Section  3.  Membership  numbers  shall  be  issued  in  numerical  sequence  and 
once  assigned  shall  not  be  reassigned.  The  letter  “J”  shall  precede  the 
membership  number  to  indicate  Junior  membership. 

Section  4.  All  members  in  good  standing  as  of  January  1,  1983  shall  be 
Charter  Members  of  the  society. 

Section  5.  Regular  membership  dues  shall  be  $7.50.  Junior  membership  dues 
shall  be  $4.00.  Dues  shall  be  payable  between  November  1 through  December 
31  of  each  year,  in  advance,  for  the  following  year’s  dues.  Members  names 
shall  be  dropped  from  membership  and  mailing  list  if  dues  are  not  received  by 
December  3 1 . All  delinquent  dues  must  be  paid  in  full  before  a reinstated 
member  will  be  entitled  to  receive  his/her  original  membership  number.  Back 
issues  of  the  society  journal  will  not  necessarily  be  supplied  for  the  period  of 
suspended  membership.  This  would  be  dependent  upon  current  availability  of 
back  issues. 
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Section  6.  All  members  shall  have  the  right  to  vote  and  to  hold  office,  with  the 
proviso  that  junior  members  are  not  entitled  to  hold  office.  All  members  shall 
receive  all  official  society  publications. 

Article  IV.  OFFICERS 

Section  1.  The  elected  officers  shall  be  President,  Vice  President,  Secretary, 
Treasurer  and  five  board  members.  These  nine  officers  shall  make  up  the 
executive  board.  Therm  of  office  shall  be  two  (2)  years. 

Section  2.  A call  for  nominations  shall  normally  appear  in  the  last  issue  of  the 
society  journal  during  even  numbered  years.  These  nominations  in  writing 
shall  be  directed  to  the  secretary  who  shall  in  turn  ask  for  written  acceptance 
from  each  nominee.  The  secretary  shall  prepare  an  official  ballot  to  be  mailed 
to  all  members  with  the  first  issue  of  the  society  journal  in  odd  numbered  years . 
Newly  elected  officers  shall  assume  their  duties  immediately  upon  notification 
from  the  outgoing  secretary.  Official  notification  shall  appear  in  the  second 
issue  of  the  Society  journal  in  odd  numbered  years. 

Section  3.  The  duties  of  the  officers  shall  be: 

A)  President:  Shall  preside  at  all  meetings;  fill  elected  office  vacancies  by 
appointment;  appoint  committees;  and  cast  the  deciding  vote  in  the 
case  of  a tie. 

B)  Vice  President:  Shall  assume  the  President’s  duties  in  his  absence; 
and  assist  the  President  with  his  duties  as  required. 

C)  Secretary:  Shall  keep  minutes  of  all  meetings;  process  all  membership, 
election  and  other  correspondence  as  described  in  the  By-Laws  or  as 
may  otherwise  be  necessary;  and  turn  over  all  dues  to  the  Treasurer. 

D)  Treasurer:  Shall  receive  all  funds;  pay  all  bills;  and  issue  an  annual 
financial  report. 

E)  Board:  Shall,  along  with  the  above  officers,  comprise  the  executive 
board  and  have  the  following  duties:  appoint  the  non -elected  offices 
of  Editor,  Convention  Chairman  and  others  as  may  become  neces- 
sary; by  majority  vote  make  all  decisions  regarding  membership,  con- 
ventions, dues,  general  policy  and  amendment  of  By-Laws.  Five 
members  of  the  executive  board  shall  be  required  for  a quorum  to 
transact  business. 

Article  V.  MEETINGS 

Section  1.  Annual  meetings  will  be  held  during  the  A.N.A.  Convention. 

Section  2.  All  meetings  will  be  conducted  under  the  guidelines  provided  in 
“Robert’s  Rules  of  Order.” 
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PERTERBATION S #1 
NEWLIN’S  HALF  DIME  WORK 
Compiled  by  Alan  Meghrig 

The  data  to  follow  is  the  first  of  a series  of  detailed  bibliographic 
descriptions  of  rare  American  numismatic  books.  Each  installment  will 
contain  a listing  of  the  original  edition  and  subsequent  reprints,  if  any,  with 
notes  about  each  printing  which  are  intended  to  aid  in  distinguishing  the 
various  editions.  Binding  variants,  pagination,  number  of  plates,  quantities 
printed  and  the  original  price  will  be  noted  where  known.  Relevant  modem 
auction  results  will  also  be  noted  and,  where  applicable,  prices  for  current 
editions.  Additional  information  on  titles  covered  is  solicited  and  will  be 
incorporated  in  future  columns. 

AUTHOR;  Harold  P.  Newlin 

TITLE  PAGE:  “A  classification  of  the  early  half-dimes  of  the  United  States. 
With  a few  remarks  on  their  types,  varieties,  rarity,  etc.,  etc.” 

COVER  TITLE:  “Early  Half-Dimes.” 

FIRST  EDITION:  Philadelphia,  John  W.  Haseltine,  1883.  Softcover  edition 
(first  printing):  23  pages.  Crown  quarto.  9Vi”  x 734”  (24  x \9Yi  cm).  Printed 
grey  paper  covers.  Hardbound  edition  (second  printing):  24  pages,  2 facing 
heliotype  plates  of  coins  with  tissue  guard.  Dark  brown  endpapers.  Crown 
quarto.  9%”  x 8”  (25  x 20  cm).  Maroon  cloth,  lettered  in  gilt,  bevelled  edges. 

AUCTION  RECORDS:  Softcover  edition:  Katen  #41  3/75  lot  322  $65, 
Kolbe  #3  6/77  lot  270  $60*.  Kolbe  #6  10/79  lot  709  $27*.  Hardbound 
edition:  Katen  #36  8/71  lot  372  $85,  Kolbe  #5  6/79  lot  647  $550,  Kolbe 
#13  12/82  lot  346  $500**. 

*=  repro-plates,  later  binding. 

**  = text  of  softcover  edition  but  with  original  plates  and  typescript  additions . 

REMARKS:  100  copies  were  printed,  apparently  60  softcover  without  plates 
and  40  hardbound  with  plates.  The  plated  version  adds  a sentence  to  page  23 
and  continues  on  page  24  with  a description  of  the  plates.  Haseltine  originally 
prepared  the  plates  to  accompany  his  April  10,  1883  sale  of  Newlin  "s 
collection  but  because  of  mediocre  quality,  they  were  withheld  and  were  issued 
with  the  book. 

1933  REPRINT:  (Chicago,  Hewitt  Bros.),  1933.  12pages.  Octavo,  9”x  5%” 
(23  x 15  cm).  Printed  green  card  covers.  Cover  title:  “The  Early  Half-Dimes 
of  the  United  States”.  Page  1 title:  “The  Early  Half-Dimes”.  Issue  price:  50 
cents.  Auction  record:  Katen  #43  9/76  lot  812  $12.  Remarks:  Also  reprinted 
in  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  Vol.  5,  1939,  pages  465-473, 
illustrated,  edited  version  of  the  first  printing.  Additionally  reprinted  in  the 
Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine,  Vol.  23,  1957,  pages  2359-2367,  reprint 
of  first  printing. 


[1975  ?]  REPRINT:  (Fairmont,  Indiana,  B&  B Coin  Company,  Bill  Grayson, 
ca.  1975).  23  pages.  Crown  quarto,  91/i”x  IV*”  (24 Vi  x 19 Vi  cm).  Blue  card 
covers,  lettered  in  gilt.  Cover  title:  “Early  Half  Dimes.”  Auction  record: 
Kolbe  #12  10/82  lot  808  (unsold).  Remarks:  Internally  a replica  of  the 
original  softcover  edition  including  the  printed  grey  paper  covers. 

1975  REPRINT:  Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  Quarterman  Publications,  Inc., 
1975.  Pages  (101  )-124  and  250-251.  Octavo,  91/4”x  61/4”  (23tt  x 16  cm). 
Cloth.  Remarks:  A facsimile  reprint  of  the  hardbound  version  with  a different 
title  page,  with  the  plates  at  the  end.  Issued  as  part  of  a collection  of  works 
entitled:  The  United  States  Half  Dimes”,  attributed  to  the  main  author, 
Daniel  W.  Valentine.  Issue  price:  $35.00. 

ADDITIONAL  NOTES:  Book  review  in  the  American  Journal  of 
Numismatics,  January  1884,  page  71.  Clain-Stefanelli  3460.  Sigler  1898. 
ANS  Dictionary  Catalogue  3574.  ANA  GB20  N4  (1933  reprint). 


1884.]  AMERICAN  JOURNAL  OF  NUMISMATICS. 


BOOK  NOTICE. 

A Classification  of  the  Early  Half-dimes  of  the  United  States.  With  a few  remarks 
on  their  types,  varieties,  rarity,  etc.,  etc.  By  Harold  P.  Newlin.  Philadelphia. 
John  W.  Haseltine.  1883.  [too  copies  printed,  of  which  40  with  heliotype  plates.] 

This  little  volume  of  twenty-four  pages  contains  much  interesting  matter  concerning  the 
early  Half-dime,  with  a description  of  all  the  different  dies  which  the  author  has  noted.  The 
booklet  is  devoted  to  the  Half-dimes  issued  1792-1805,  and  during  these  years  there  was  only 
one  type,  notwithstanding  the  repeated  statements  of  the  authc.  In  fact,  perhaps  the  most 
severe  criticism  which  the  volume  deserves  is  just  this,  that  the  words  type  and  variety  are 
scattered  through  it  on  a system  which  “no  feller  can  understand,’’  if  indeed  there  be  any 
system  at  all.  For  instance,  of  1796  four  dies  are  described,  two  of  which  are  called  varieties, 
while  two  are  dignified  into  types!  A very  interesting  part  of  the  volume  is  the  attempt  to  give 
the  history  of  all  the  Half-dimes  of  1S02.  The  author  counts  sixteen,  but  hardly  makes  it 
certain  that  there  are  really  so  many,  as  of  some  he  loses  all  trace,  or  fails  to  finish  the  history. 
Mr.  Parmelee  of  Boston,  whose  initials  appear  as  L.  C.  instead  of  L.  G.,  is  credited  with  the 
ownership  of  three.  A more  extended  and  careful  correspondence  would  have  materially 
improved  the  record  of  these  Half-dimes,  the  rarest  of  the  series.  With  thanks  to  Mr.  Newlin  for 
what  he  has  done,  one  must  earnestly  echo  his  wish  that  we  may  have  a complete,  compact 
description  of  all  the  issues  of  the  Mint  of  the  LTnited  States  ; and  may  the  author  be  inspired 
to  make  exactly  the  proper  distinction  between  types,  varieties,  intentionally  varying  dies  and 
accidentally  varying  dies. 


Text  of  original  AJN  review. 
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GERMAN  NUMISMATIC  BIBLIOMANIACS 
by  Reinhold  Jordan 

Beinganew  member  of  our  Society,  Iwould  like  to  introduce  myself  with  a 
little  essay  devoted  to  numismatic  bibliomaniacs  in  the  German-speaking 
countries. 

Numismatic  literature  has  been  a collectible  almost  since  the  beginning  of 
coin  collecting  itself.  From  the  period,  now  called  the  “Renaissance”,  it  is 
known  that  coin  collectors  possessed  books  related  to  their  hobby.  In  the  1 8th 
Century  the  first  numismatic  periodicals  came  into  existence,  some  of  them 
being  issued  weekly. 

Since  about  1550  many  private  collectors  owning  a library  marked  their 
books  with  an  ex  libris  (bookplate),  a little  sheet  of  paper  indicating  the 
proprietor  of  the  book.  Many  of  those  early  bookplates  show  the  arms  of  the 
owner  or  other  symbols  related  to  him,  thus  indicating  his  ownership.  The 
tradition  using  bookplates  declined  in  the  early  19th  Century  but  became 
popular  once  more  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 

Although  many  libraries  of  early  collectors  have  been  lost  in  the  course  of 
the  years,  occasionally  a book  appears  where  the  bookplate  indicates  the 
library  it  has  come  from.  Sometimes  there  are  underlinings  and  notes  in  this 
book,  and  bibliomaniacs  such  as  I have  not  only  an  interesting  book  but  a 
fascinating  autograph  of  the  original  owner  as  well.  Fortunately , most  German 
bibliophiles  do  not  like  such  personal  witnesses  and  so  such  books  are  not  too 
expensive. 

Some  years  ago,  a German  numismatist  wrote  a little  booklet  devoted  to 
all  numismatic  bookplates  he  knew*  He  catalogued  300  bookplates  of  233 
different  owners  from  three  centuries. 

Apart  from  large  numismatic  libraries  in  the  hands  of  public  institutions 
(Munich,  Vienna,  Frankfurt,  Berlin,  Stuttgart),  there  are  a number  of 
collectors  who  have  accumulated  nice  collections  of  numismatic  literature. 
Some  of  these  libraries  are  general,  some  are  covering  special  areas  of 
interests.  My  own  library,  for  example,  includes  about  3500  books  on 
worldwide  numismatics  and  money  history  as  well  as  a large  number  of 
numismatic  periodicals  of  many  countries.  Of  course,  I am  trying  to  complete 
my  library , trading  with  numismatic  institutions  and  fellow  collectors  in  many 
countries. 

For  illustration,  I am  adding  an  ex  libris  of  Kurt  Jaeger  (his  catalogues  on 
modem  German  coins  are  as  substantial  as  the  Yeoman  catalogues  for  US 
coins),  of  Hans  Funk  (Notgeld  specialist  living  and  writing  in  the  Communist 
ml ed  part  of  Germany)  and  my  own  bookplate. 

* Numismatiker  Exlibris,  by  Walter  Grasser.  (Munich,  1979).  Limited 
edition  of  400  numbered  copies. 
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EXUBR/s 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 
by  Remy  Bourne 

( Speech  given  at  1982  ANA  Convention  NBS  Meeting) 

Did  you  know  that  there  were  between  350-450  numismatic  periodicals 
published  since  the  1860’s? 

Did  you  know  that  the  first  A.N.A.  periodical  was  called  “Plain  Talk?’ 

Did  you  know  that  the  vast  majority  of  these  publications  existed  for  less 
than  a year? 

And  did  you  know  that  nearly  all  the  survivors  were  either  association,  club 
or  dealer  newsletters? 

Probably  not.  These,  after  all,  are  just  statistics  and  although  they  are 
important,  they  are  not  as  important  as  the  very  human  stories  that  accompany 
them. 

For  example,  did  you  know  that  the  “Decorah  Numismatic  Journal”  nearly 
folded  after  its  first  issue  was  published  in  January,  1875?  But  someone  posted 
a notice  on  the  front  door  declaring  that  the  magazine  would  not  be  published 
past  April.  This  so  infuriated  the  publisher  he  kept  the  magazine  operating 
until  October,  1875. 

Another  example  is  “Coins  Unlimited.”  Did  you  know  that  Bill  and  Cris 
Johns  of  Texas  published  their  first  issue  of  that  magazine  in  August,  1957? 
Every  page  of  those  early  issues  were  filled  with  enthusiasm,  spirit  and 
determination.  But  soon  you  could  read  the  weariness  and  exhaustion  that  the 
struggle  to  keep  the  publication  alive  produced.  The  publication  had  become  a 
mirror  of  the  Johns,  but  it  too  folded.  Yet  not  before  it  helped  form  the  Houston 
Coin  Club. 

Or  did  you  know  of  the  remarkable  determination  of  the  Lawrence  Brothers 
of  Anamosa,  Iowa,  who  first  published  the  “Philatelic  Press”  in  May,  1924? 
That  periodical  later  became  “The  Coin  Collector”  with  a subscription  base  of 
16,000  in  the  1950’s  and  '60’s.  What’s  more,  one  of  the  brothers,  Roy 
Lawrence,  is  alive  today. 

Did  you  know  that  the  “You  Name  It”  numismatic  periodical  was  published 
twice  under  that  banner  by  Frank  Spadone  before  someone  DID  name  it,  “The 
Flying  Eaglet,”  which  later  became  “Coin  News  Magazine,”  which  later 
became  “Coin  Press,”  which  was  sold  in  1961  to  Chester  Krause,  owner  of 
“Numismatic  News?” 

And  what  about  the  information  these  periodicals  contained?  Did  you  know 
that  17  sales  are  contained  in  Kosoff s Monthly  Bulletins  that  are  not  to  be 
found  in  catalog  form?  Or  that  Charles  Stiegerwatt’s  “Coin  Journal”  had  a 
two-page  auction  supplement  in  the  June,  1881  issue? 

The  only  way  to  learn  this  information  is  through  research  and  study.  But 
with  each  new  year,  that  research  and  study  becomes  more  difficult;  and  a 
great  deal  of  information  is  lost  forever  to  the  past.  The  only  way  to  preserve  it 
is  for  all  of  us  to  become  students;  for  all  of  us  to  become  historians  of  the  art, 
learn  what  we  can  and  record  it  for  others. 

Or  else  one  day,  none  of  us  will  know! 
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FIRST  KOLBE/SPINK  SALE 


On  December  12th,  1982,  a major  auction  of  numismatic  books  took  place 
in  New  York  City,  held  in  conjunction  with  the  eleventh  annual  New  York 
International  Numismatic  Convention.  Conducted  by  George  Frederick 
Kolbe  in  association  with  Spink  & Son  USA,  the  579  lots  realized  an 
impressive  total  of  $139,520,  nearly  $20,000  over  the  total  estimate. 

Over  sixty  registered  bidders  attended  the  sale  which  was  called  in  a brisk, 
expert  manner  by  Harmer  Johnson  of  New  York.  Major  collectors  and  dealers 
from  throughout  Europe  were  present  as  were  many  prominent  American 
bibliophiles. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  early  bidding  was  a complete  29  volume  set  of 
Greek  Coins  in  the  British  Museum  which,  after  considerable  floor  activity, 
sold  for  $4,500  on  an  estimate  of  $3,000.  The  next  lot,  the  very  rare  10  volume 
set  of  Oriental  Coins  in  the  British  Museum,  sold  for  $4,000  on  a $2,750 
estimate.  Both  proved  to  be  harbingers  of  things  to  come. 

Copy  No.  1 of  Davis  and  Waters  ’ Tickets  and  Passes  of  Great  Britain,  of 
which  a total  of  1 50  copies  were  printed,  brought  a rather  amazing  $650  on  a 
$250  estimate.  The  very  rare  four  volume  work  by  Dugniolle  on  Dutch  jetons 
was  started  at  $400  and,  after  heavy  bidding,  was  garnered  by  a mail  bidder  at 
considerably  less  than  his  limit,  selling  for  $650.  A copy  of  Duby’s  classic 
work  on  obsidional  and  necessity  coins,  magnificently  bound  in  crimson 
morocco  by  Derome,  the  greatest  Parisian  binder  of  the  late  1 8th  century , sold 
for  $800,  over  double  the  estimate,  and  again  to  a mail  bidder. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  sale  was  King  Victor  Emmanuel’s  magnum 
opus  Corpus  Nummorum  Italicorum.  Issued  over  three  decades  (1910-1943) 
this  massive  twenty  volume  work  is  considered  to  be  the  rarest  major 
numismatic  reference  work.  Only  a handful  of  complete  sets  are  known  since 
the  final  volume  was  never  actually  published  and  only  a small  number  of  proof 
copies  sent  to  major  collectors  for  corrections  are  extant  today . The  set  sold  for 
$5,250  which,  though  a bit  over  the  estimate,  is  quite  reasonable  considering 
the  importance  and  rarity  of  this  work. 

If  there  was  a soft  spot  in  the  sale  it  was  probably  the  area  of  American 
references.  A nice  original  copy  of  Crosby’s  Early  Coins  of  Americs, 
includingthe  scarce  Maris  plate,  sold  for  $700.  The  followinglot  consisted  of  a 
Maris  plate  alone,  selling  for  $170.  The  first  twelve  volumes  of  The  Coin 
Collector's  Journal,  1875-1887,  sold  to  a floor  bidder  at  $500,  $100  over 
estimate.  Plated  Chapman  sales  continued  to  sell  for  modest  prices:  Stickney 
at  $650,  Earle  at  $700,  Beckwith  at  $650,  Nygren  at  $90. 

An  unbound  copy  of  Jean  Svorono’s  major  work  on  the  ancient  coinage  of 
Athens  sold  reasonably  for  $825.  Schlumberger’s  massive  work  on  Byzantine 
seals  started  out  at  $110  and,  after  the  dust  settled,  sold  for  an  impressive 
$650.  An  original  handwritten  manuscript  on  the  Royal  Mint  written  in  the 
1 9th  century  realized  $500.  An  early  German  numismatic  periodical  edited  by 
Johann  Hieronymous  Lochner,  Sammlung  Merkwuerdiger  Medaillen , in- 
spired heavy  floor  bidding  and  finally  sold  for  $900  on  an  estimate  of  $350. 
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One  of  the  most  exciting  lots  in  the  sale,  a handcolored  manuscript  on 
mining  and  coinage  of  Sado,  an  island  off  the  coast  of  Japan,  sold  for  its 
estimate  of  $2,500.  The  cover  illustrations  of  the  catalogue  were  derived  from 
this  lovely  work.  Other  books  of  note  in  the  sale  included  a complete  set  of 
American  Numismatic  Society  Numismatic  Notes  & Monographs  at  $3,200, 
the  French  version  of  the  catalogue  of  the  Michailovich  collection  at  $ 1 ,200, 
the  complete  Danish  Sylloge  Nummorum  Graecorum  at  $2,400,  Nuetzel’s 
two  volume  work  on  oriental  coins  at  $950  and  the  complete  Jameson 
collection  catalogue  of  ancient  Greek  coins  at  $2,300. 

It  is  anticipated  that  the  sale  will  become  an  annual  event  during  the  New 
York  International  Numismatic  Convention  held  each  year  in  December. 
Kolbe’s  next  public  auction  is  scheduled  in  conjunction  with  the  Convention  of 
International  Numismatics,  August  12-14,  1983,  in  Los  Angeles,  California. 
The  sale  will  immediately  precede  the  American  Numismatic  Association 
convention  being  held  in  San  Diego,  California.  According  to  Kolbe,  this  sale 
promises  to  be  his  largest  public  auction  to  date,  and  anyone  wishing  to  consign 
significant  books  is  advised  to  contact  him  promptly  at  2388 1 Via  Fabricante, 
Suite  511,  Mission  Viejo,  California  92691,  telephone  (714)  768-6854. 

CLASSICS  SELL  WELL  IN  WILSON  SALES 

Classic  early  U.S.  numismatic  references  captured  the  spotlight  according 
to  California  numismatic  literature  dealer  Cal  Wilson  in  his  second  sale  which 
closed  on  May  31,  1982.  A fine  copy  of  Crosby's  Early  Coins  of  America 
brought  a winning  bit  of  $1 100  and  another  copy,  slightly  waterstained,  sold 
for  $775.  An  original  copy  of  Attinelli’s  classic  work  Numisgraphics,  which 
Wilson  believes  to  be  one  of  less  than  two  dozen  copies  known,  was  knocked 
down  for  $900. 

Other  highlights  of  the  sale  included  a fine  copy  of  Browning’s  work  on 
quarter  dollars  ($900),  two  copies  of  the  thick  paper  leather  bound  version  of 
Newcomb’s  work  on  large  cents  ($5  25  & $500),  and  two  copies  of  first  edition 
Red  Books  ($475  & $450).  A copy  of  Snowden 'sMint  Manual  brought  $180 
and  a slightly  inferior  copy  of  the  same  work  sold  for  $130. 

Wilson  states  that  United  States  auction  catalogues  remained  rather  soft, 
with  most  of  the  pre- 1 900  sales  selling  in  the  $ 10  to  $20  area. 

In  Cal  Wilson’s  third  mail  bid  sale,  November  20, 1982,  a complete  run  of 
Spink's  Numismatic  Circular  covering  volumes  I through  XLVII  was  one  of 
the  highlights.  Described  as  fine,  it  brought  awinningbidof  $ 1 ,850.00.  Wilson 
noted  that  interest  in  world  literature  appeared  to  be  much  stronger  than  in 
recent  sales,  perhaps  indicating  a renewed  collector  desire  for  this  segment  of 
the  market.  Other  non-U. S.  books  which  realized  top  prices  included  a copy  of 
Albert  Schroeder's  Annam  Etudes  Numismatiques,  at  $300.00;  Barclay  V. 
Head’s  monumental  Historia  Numorrum  at  $117.00;  and  the  auction 
catalogue  Die  Gold  Und  Silbermunzen  Der  Romischen  Republik.  Samm- 
lung  Ernst  J.  Haeberlin,  issued  by  Adolph  Cahn  and  Adolph  Hess,  which  was 
knocked  down  for  $122.00. 
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United  States  numismatic  literature  also  brought  a number  of  strong 
prices,  including  $950.00  for  a fine  copy  of  Sylvester  S.  Crosby’s  opus.  The 
Early  Coins  of  America ; $275.00  for  John  H.  Hickox’s  1858  work,  A 
Historical  Account  of  American  Coinage ; and  $250.00  for  a copy  of 
Theodore  J.  Venn’s  Large  U.  S.  Cents , published  privately  in  1915.  Other 
American  works  which  realized  strong  prices  were  Howard  R.  Newcomb’s 
United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857 , a deluxe  leather  bound  edition, 
which  brought  $525 .00;  and  a fine  copy  of  Ebenezer  Gilbert ’s  1916  work , The 
United  States  Half  Cents , which  was  knocked  down  at  $198.00  on  a $225.00 
bid. 

United  States  auction  catalogues  also  performed  rather  well,  with  a copy 
of  S.  H.  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  fabled  Beckwith  collection  bringing  $875.00, 
while  other  plated  Chapman  sales,  notably  the  collections  of  Richard  B. 
Winsor  and  the  combined  sale  of  Wilhelm  Boeing  and  A.  Bridgman,  also 
brought  strong  bids  of  $450.00  and  $390.00  respectively. 

American  periodicals  were  led  by  the  sale  of  Volume  I of  the  American 
Journal  of  Numismatics  which  was  bought  for  $125.00.  Early  volumes  of  The 
Numismatist  brought  the  following:  1908  — $82.00;  1914  — $35.00;  and 
1922  and  1925  — $38.00  each.  A nearly  complete  set  of  New  Netherlands’ 
Numisma  brought  $70.00  after  strong  bidding. 

Wilson  has  announced  that  he  is  presently  accepting  consignments  for  his 
fourth  sale  which  is  scheduled  for  Spring,  1983.  Interested  parties  may  contact 
him  at  38228  Glenmore  Dr.,  Fremont,  California  94536  for  details.  A few 
copies  of  the  catalogues  for  his  second  and  third  sales,  including  a list  of  prices 
realized,  may  be  obtained  at  a cost  of  $2.00  each. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 

I think  it  would  be  a tremendous  addition  to  their  curriculum  if  the  American 
Numismatic  Association  would  introduce  a course  in  Numismatic  Biblio- 
mania at  their  1983  summer  session  at  the  ANA  headquarters  in  Colorado 
Springs.  Such  a course  would  increase  our  knowledge  of  numismatics  and 
would  certainly  serve  as  a basis  for  appreciating  reference  works  in  our  field. 

I would  suggest  that  those  interested  in  a course  in  “Numismatic  Biblio- 
mania” write  to  Edward  C.  Rochette,  Executive  Vice-President  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  P.O.  Box  2366,  Colorado  Springs, 
Colorado  80901,  to  express  their  desire  to  attend  such  a course. 

John  P.  Donoghue 
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ERRATAS  {sic)  AND  SUCH 


Apparently  a record  has  been  broken  in  numismatic  bibliographical  errors, 
though  it  is  unfortunate  that  such  a fine  numismatist  as  Dr.  Glenn  E.  Jackson  is 
involved.  In  his  article  entitled  “The  Laban  Heath  Counterfeit  Detectors  in 
th  e Essay  Proof  Journal,  issue  No.  1 5 3,  there  are  but  eight  lines  of  composed 
text  (all  other  text  being  a reprint  of  a book  by  Heath).  In  those  eight  lines  there 
are  nine  errors. 

A reproduction  of  Dr.  Jackson’s  text  follows: 


(This  first  edition  of  the  smaller  size  Heath  Counterfeit  Detector,  as  contrasted  with  the 
larger  format  “Banking  & Counting  House  Edition”,  is  considered  by  knowledgeable  collec- 
tors to  be  the  finest  in  terms  of  physical  characteristics.  Reproduced  here  is  the  entire  text  plus 
nine  of  the  ten  plates.  The  tenth  plate,  which  actually  is  a counterfeit  of  the  note  that  is  the 
ninth  plate,  is  missing  from  the  volume  dissected  for  this  study.  There  is  no  imprint  on  the 
note  plate,  but  all  other  plates  have  the  American  Bank  Note  Co.  imprint  alone.  All  plates  are 
reproduced  as  close  to  actual  size  as  possible  except  for  the  note  which  is  reduced  as  custom- 
ary. The  plates,  on  heavy  card,  were  originally  bound  in  at  right  angles  to  the  printed  text.) 


1.  There  is  no  “first  edition”  of  the  Banking  and  Counting  House  edition, 
since  the  first  printing  of  it  is  a second  edition  copyrighted  in  1866.  No  true 
comparison  of  the  first  “pocket”  edition  and  the  first  “Banking”  edition  is  thus 
possible. 

2.  In  comparing  two  books  the  use  of  the  word  “finest”  is  grammatically 
incorrect.  “Finer”  should  be  used. 

3.  To  compare  the  “physical  characteristics”  of  two  books  of  different 
content  and  size,  published  to  serve  two  different  purposes  seems  pointless  and 
somewhat  like  comparing  apples  and  oranges. 

4.  The  $5  bank  note  of  the  Bank  of  Orleans  referred  to  as  Plate  10  cannot  be 
a counterfeit  of  the  bank  note  referred  to  as  Plate  9 because  the  ninth  plate 
comprises  a Heath  engraved  advertisement  and  is  not  a bank  note. 

5.  It  is  stated  that  plate  10  (actually  unnumbered)  is  missing  from  the  cutup 
book  used  in  preparing  the  article.  The  ninth  plate  (also  unnumbered)  is  the 
plate  which  is  missing.  The  actual  tenth  plate  is  illustrated  and  identified  as 
“plate  9”  in  the  article. 

6.  The  illustrated  “plate  9”  in  the  article  is  a counterfeit  note  and  is  not 
genuine  as  indicated. 

7.  It  is  stated  that  all  plates  in  the  book  except  the  bank  note  plate  have  the 
imprint  of  the  American  Bank  Note  Company.  Plate  8,  which  is  illustrated, 
does  not  in  fact  have  any  such  imprint. 

8.  It  is  stated  that  the  plates  are  inserted  at  right  angles  to  the  text.  Some  are 
but  plate  6 is  not. 

9.  It  is  stated  that  the  plates  are  on  heavy  card  but  plate  8 is  not. 
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U.S.  NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE  VOLUME  II 

John  W.  Adams 

The  majority  rules.  So  many  club  members  have  asserted  their  interest  in 
auction  catalogs  that  Volume  II  of  U.S.  Numismatic  literature  will  continue 
on  that  subject,  rather  than  on  reference  books  and  periodicals  as  planned.  The 
timeframe  covered  will  be  the  first  half  of  the  20th  Century;  or,  more 
specifically,  those  series  that  begin  in  the  years  1900-1949. 

Once  again,  materiality  will  take  priority  over  completeness.  Cataloguers 
whose  series  will  definitely  be  covered  in  their  entirety  include  G.C.  Adams, 
Bluestone,  Bolender,  Elder,  Katen,  Kosoff/Numismatic  Gallery,  B.  Max 
Mehl,  New  Netherlands,  Wayte  Raymond/U.S.  Coin/Morgenthau  and 
Stacks  (through  1970).  Probable  additions  to  this  list  are  A.N.  A.  Conventions 
(regardless  of  cataloguer),  Charles  Fisher,  Green,  Grunthal,  Hesslein,  Merkin 
(even  though  he  came  “too  late”)  and  Hans  Schulman.  Possible  additions  are 
American  Art/ Anderson  Galleries,  Bauer,  Bullowa,  Hollinbeck,  Morey  and 
Ira  Reed. 

A new  feature  of  Volume  II  will  be  a large  “Miscellaneous”  chapter  for 
important  sales  not  elsewhere  listed.  Thus,  even  if  a cataloguer  has  not 
authored  what  is  deemed  to  be  an  important  series,  significant  individual 
collections  will  be  listed.  We  regret,  for  example,  the  exclusion  of  several 
masterpieces  by  A.B.  Sage  from  Volume  I. 

There  will  be  several  changes  in  the  reference  categories  of  Part  II. 
Hopefully,  these  will  better  recognize  popular  collecting  specialties  such  as 
liberty  seated  silver,  mint  medals/Americana,  and  various  branches  of  paper 
money.  Your  suggestions  on  this  topic  would  be  appreciated. 

Other  minor  modifications  are  being  considered  but,  on  balance,  Volume 
II  will  look  much  like  Volume  I,  God  willing.  The  author  is  “raring  to  go”  but, 
in  the  interests  of  time  and  thoroughness,  he  could  use  some  help.  Do  any  of 
you  possess  the  early  Bolenders,  the  early  Hessleins,  a good  file  of  Morey ’s  or, 
indeed,  near  complete  files  of  sundry  minor  cataloguers?  Would  any  of  you  be 
willing  to  scout  minor  cataloguers  for  individual  pieces  that  should  be  listed  in 
the  “Mscellaneous”  chapter?  Don’t  be  bashful.  We  have  a really  talented 
membership,  and  I would  enjoy  working  with  some  of  it. 

Editors  Note:  John  Adams  can  be  reached  at  55  Court  Street,  Boston,  MA 
02108.  Telephone:  (617)  227-5500. 
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AN  UNUSUAL  OFFERING 


“PRICED  CATALOGUE  OF  THE 
PRIVATE  COLLECTION  OF 
UNITED  STATES  CENTS 
THE  PROPERTY  OF  EDWARD  COGAN, 
SOLD  AT  HIS  STORE  BY  PRIVATE  BIDDINGS 
THE  1ST  NOVEMBER  1858” 


Published  by 
Edward  Cogan 
48  North  Tenth  Street 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 


I have  secured  a small  hoard  of  these  unusual,  rare  mail  bid  catalogues , the  first 
actual  sale  of  large  cents  in  the  United  States . These  were  discovered  in  an  old 
building  in  New  York,  and  are  now  being  offered  for  the  first  time  publicly  in  a 
limited  supply  in  mint  condition.  $125  each  postpaid. 

JON  HANSON 
Post  Office  Box  5499 
Beverly  Hills,  California 
90210 


(213)  553-2251 


30 


A.N.A.  Life  Member 
P.N.G.  #87 


STACK’S 

CATALOGUES  WANTED 


Will  pay  $15.  each  for  Fine  copies  from  1935-1944  with  Prices 
Realized  Lists  included  (excluding  1937  Case-Washer  sale). 

Will  pay  $35.  to  $50.  each  for  Deluxe  copies  before  1978. 


JACK  COLLINS 
2840  Indiana  Avenue 
South  Gate,  California  90280 
(213)  566-0033 


CLASSIFIED  ADS 

WANTED:  Books,  auction  catalogues,  manuscripts,  articles,  etc.  related  to 
18th  Century  British  tradesmen’s  tokens.  David  McBride,  P.O.  Box  643, 
Frisco,  Colorado  80443. 

THE  RED  BOOK  — Yeoman's,  A Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins.  For 
research  and  future  articles  and  publication.  Appreciate  hearing  from  anyone 
about  this  book  since  its  first  publication.  Interesting  stories,  its  value  to  you, 
how  do  you  use  it?  Anything  of  interest  no  matter  how  insignificant  it  may 
seem.  Information  pro  or  con.  Thanks.  WGY  Coin  Co.,  MTX  Div.,  P.O.  Box 
1012,  Schenectady,  NY  12301. 

I have  several  dozen  works  covering  numismatics,  bank  histories,  monetary 
history,  financial  history  or  South  America,  Central  America  and  the 
Caribbean  area.  Send  your  want  list  or  write  for  a free  partial  list  of  items 
available.  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Ave.  N.,  Virginia,  MN  55792. 
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HEAVEN  MUST  BE  A PLACE  OF 
ENDLESS  BOOKSHELVES,  NEVER 
QUITE  FILLED  WITH  BOOKS  AND 
ALWAYS  WITH  ROOM  FOR  MORE. 


— Franklin  Mason 


